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Let us first consider whether English can become our
national language.

Some of our learned men, who are also good patriots,
contend that even to raise the question betrays ignorance.
In  their opinion it already occupies that place.

On a superficial consideration, this view appears
correct. Looking at the educated section of our society,
one is likely to gain the impression that in the absence
of English, all our work would come to a stop. But
deeper reflection will show that English cannot and
ought not to become our national language.

Let us see what should be the requirements of a
national language:

1.  It should  be  easy to    learn   for    Government
officials.

2.  It should be capable of serving as a medium of
religious,    economic    and   political   intercourse
throughout India.

3.  It should be the speech of the majority of the
inhabitants  of India.

4* It should be easy to learn for the whole of the

country.
5. In   choosing   this   language    considerations    of

temporary or passing interest should not count.

English does* not fulfil any of these requirements.

The first ought to have been placed last, but I
have purposely given it the first place, because it seems
as though English fulfilled it. Closer examination wall,
however, show that even at the present moment it is not
for the officials an easy language to learn or to handle.
The constitution under which we are being ruled
envisages that the number of English officials will
progressively decrease until finally only the Viceroy and